
 

 

 

Helen Person, District Governor 
 

 It’s a Term, not Interminable  
 

Becoming a leader is not on everyone’s Bucket List. In fact, many of our Lions are perfectly 

content to show up to help with a service project, clean up after a meeting, work in the kitchen 

for the spaghetti supper, and sell LOVF tickets as if there were no tomorrow.   
 

Take Fred, for example. He was asked to serve as Club Treasurer. He’s in accounting at his 

work, so it seems like a natural fit. When asked to take on a traditional leadership role as a 

club officer or on a district committee, Fred looks at you like you’ve just grown a second head.  
 

I don’t want to be a leader. I don’t like telling people what to do. You need to 
talk to so-and-so. They’re retired and have all kinds of time. I don’t have time to 
take on an officer’s position. I like working behind the scenes and letting others 
take the limelight. I’m not leader material.  

 

I have news for Fred: He’s already a leader and a natural fit for being a Club Officer. He’s   

active in his church, plays golf at the local country club every Thursday after leaving his job at 

a local consulting firm. He goes to his Lions meeting right after his golf game and regales his 

fellow Lions with a hole-by-hole accounting of his game.  
 

So why doesn’t Fred really want to take on an officer position in his Lions Club? Well, that’s 

simple: 
 

Nobody wants to sign up for something they can’t step away from after a  
couple  of years. 

 

Lions leadership positions are designed to run one or two years, three maximum. Good non-

profit leadership philosophy is that no one serves in a position for more than three years   

before being invited to serve in another capacity.  
 

You may be serving your fifth – tenth – fifteenth – or more year 

in your present Lions position. If you are, it’s time to plant your 

corn in another Lions field:  Service Chair, for example, or Tail 

Twister. Farmers know you can only plant a crop in one field for 

so long before the yield becomes virtually non-existent – or 

dies altogether.   
 

Like crops, people tend to go into autopilot running meetings, finding programs, begging people 

to help. If you decide to step aside for a different role, you’d be surprised who will step up to the 

position you’re vacating.  
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They’ll be much more inclined to step up when they see that it doesn’t become a second  

career. Not many of us need – or have room in our lives – for that. A short stent they can  

handle – and agree to do.   
 

Nobody else seems to know what to do in the position I hold. 
 

Here’s the great news:  Lions offers training online and in person for the position you are  

considering. Oh – you’ve already served in that position in another organization, so you  

know how to do it. You certainly should know the mechanics, though every organization  

incorporates dedicated elements you will only learn by being trained.   
 

During the upcoming Winterfest, February 24-26, at the Doubletree by Hilton in Midlothian 

(see page 12 to learn more and download the registration form), you will have the opportunity  

to take Club Secretaries: It’s More than Minutes, as well as Club Treasurers: What do you 

mean Lions have to pay taxes? If your Tail Twister has been reduced to telling a few jokes 

before you head home, your club is getting gypped! You have to be at Winterfest to attend 

Tail Twister School featuring PDGs Debbie Ivey and Jay Overbey.  
 

Coming up March 3-5, 2023, is Regional Lions Leadership Institute (Registration form on 

page 13-14) at the Holiday Inn Monticello in Charlottesville. This weekend event is a deep 

dive into Lion-ese, making presentations, and addressing issues at the club level. It’s a can’t  

miss for Lions leadership development, as well as the cultivation of skills that will serve you 

well personally and professionally. Come away with confidence!   
 

Still not interested? Well, gentle Lions, like it or not, you are leaders. While you’re toiling  

away washing dishes, selling tickets, screening vision, or talking about your golf game, you 

are demonstrating quiet leadership by doing jobs that need doing, raising funds, and serving 

your community while also enjoying fellowship with people you might not know were it not for 

your Lions Club.  Do Good! Be a Lion!  
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DG Helen visits with the Williamsburg  
Host Lions Club  

The Charlotte Lions Club Lions Bag Hunger  
Project and Lions-DAR USO Holiday Greetings 

project (DG Helen with Judith Randolph-
Longwood NS DAR Regent Margaret Atkins)  



 

Lion Homer Cook 

1st Vice District Governor 

It was eye opening. 

I have started looking at what it takes to put on a conference and was shocked at the cost.  I 

thought I knew the cost based on the price I had to pay to attend.  However, when I started 

digging into it, the process is time consuming and the minimums can be staggering.   

Here is an example of what some places want to charge for a room that will hold 100 people 

and two rooms for training.  

Hotel A has a $3,000 minimum food and bev but the hotel rooms start at $179 

Hotel B has a $8,000 minimum Food and bev and the hotel rooms are about $149 

Hotel C has a $6,000 minimum Food and bev with hotel rooms below $150 but it also has a 

40-room minimum and a $500 set up fee.

Cultural center wanted about $2,500 for the rooms and we would have to get outside catering, 

a temp liquor license if we wanted a cash bar, and the closest hotels were over $200 per night. 

And the list goes on.  If you want to get the actual cost add about 30% to the price for tax and 

gratuity.  I have looked at some places and the hotel cost would be well over $200 per night 

so I took them off the list.   

When you consider that CC Greg and DG Helen held conferences and only charged $25 to 

attend you can imagine the potential loss. They did it by getting donations from Lions, clubs, 

and members of the community. Clubs can help by donating items to be auctioned off or 

providing cash.  When they have an auction it raises money to defray the cost, so bid it up. 

What do you do?  Do you go for the nicest facility that costs the most and hope people are 

willing to pay the full cost to attend?  Or do you choose the smaller facility that is also nice but 

will be cramped if the maximum number of people attend?  

Ideas are like seeds.  If you keep them dry, they do not help anyone.  However, if you plant 

the seeds or share the ideas you can help the gears of progress to move forward. 
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Being creative with Lions conferences 

Have a wonderful holiday season! 

Charlotte Lions’ Christmas 
tree with part of the gen-
erous donation from Food 
Lion for the Lions Bag Hun-
ger project.   

DG Helen with Annie and 
Charles Bocook (Amelia 
Food Lion Manager) and 
President Butch Shook. 

Click 
to 

learn 
more 

https://www.lionsdistrict24i.org/2022/12/06/3295/


Lions Club Projects

Williamsburg Host Lions Club  

Williamsburg , VA  — November 2022 

Lion Pat Kerr, Secretary  

Williamsburg Host Lions Club 
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On November 18, the Williamsburg Host Lions 

Club welcomed Jack Trotter, President of FISH, 

to their Club meeting. "FISH" is a Christian  

symbol and is used for the volunteer ministry they 

provide, such as acting as a food pantry. Besides 

food, they also provide clothing, housewares, etc. 

for people in need. The volunteers also deliver 

food to those living in hotels.  

Jack gave a brief history of FISH and showed a 

video on their recent move to 312 Second Street 

in Williamsburg.  The Club presented him with a 

check in the amount of $1,400.00 that included 

matching funds from a grant from the Lions of  

Virginia Foundation to assist with the purchase  

of their holiday food for families in need.  

Pictured (left to right) are Club President Lion Leo 
Morrissette, FISH President Jack Trotter, and Club 
Secretary and FISH Volunteer Lion Pat Kerr.  

The Williamsburg Host Lions Club conducted the 

Club’s semi-annual White Cane and Broom Sale 

on November 5.  This was held at Ace Hardware 

on Monticello Avenue.  A special thank you to Ace 

Hardware for giving us this opportunity, and to the 

community for their donations; large or small -- it 

all counts!   

100% of the proceeds will go towards the Club’s 

sight program, which provides eye exams and 

glasses to those in need.  Recycled eyeglasses 

and hearing aids were also collected.  

Pictured (from left) are Lion John Reaser, White Cane 
Chairperson; Lion John Dean, Service Chairperson;  
and Lion Leslie Stockman, Broom Chairperson.  



 

 

 

Oceanside Lions Club    
 

Virginia Beach, VA  — November 2022  

1VDG Homer Cook   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If grant applications had been submitted sooner, they may have also received a matching grant 

from LCFSEVA. By so doing, the modest donation of $750 could have grown to at least $2,250, 

if not more.  
 

A dollar-for-dollar match is not always required.  One thing to keep in mind is that LCFSEVA  

approves non-emergency grant requests at the quarterly meetings.  LOVF has the ability to have 

smaller grants approved by the grant committee so they can respond faster.  1VDG Homer rec-

ommends Clubs begin the grant process as soon as their Club's annual budget is approved. The 

funds in both foundations are there to help provide needed services in the area.  Both foundations 

are eager to make grants; Clubs need only to apply.  

 

Amelia Lions Club     
 

Amelia Court House, VA  — October - December 2022  

Lion Sam Davis, 2nd VP   
 

Every 3
rd

 Friday of the month, Amelia Lions Club serves food to people playing bingo at the VFW. 
  

In October, our Club had our annual car show. It was very successful and showcased 50+ cars. 
  

Three Club members attended our local zone meeting, which was very informative.   
  

The Club sponsored a float for the annual Christmas parade to be held on the 3rd of December. 
  

On December 10, our Club will serve food at the first annual Christmas Festival at "Field Day of 

the Past Park". This event will help local charities have funds to help the under privileged have a 

merry Christmas.  
 

Our Club's annual Christmas dinner will be held Dec 12. Dinner and entertainment are enjoyed by 

members and their spouses. 
  

In November, the Club donated $300 to a local group that served a Thanksgiving feast to those 

who wanted to come. 
 

Lookout 2023!!   
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Oceanside Lions Club applied for and received grants from 

the LCFSEVA Hunger Relief Program.  Pictured is 1VDG 

Homer Cook presenting a $500 check to Pastor Steve for the 

food pantry at the Wave Church in their service area (right).  

Pastor Steve was happy to receive the check and he assured 

Lion Homer that it would be most helpful over the holiday sea-

son.  The Club also submitted other grant requests for other 

donations the Club wanted to make. 
 

Some may ask why a grant was requested. The Club asked 

for only $750 in matching funds, and LOVF agreed to match it, 

which meant the organizations would receive a total of $1,500.  



 

 

 
 

James City Lions Club    
 

Williamsburg, VA  — November 2022  

Lion Cari Kropf   
 

Each year, Lions Clubs throughout the world  
conduct the International Peace Poster Contest 
for middle school students. This fall, the James 
City Lions partnered with Hornsby Middle School 
to offer students this opportunity to showcase 
their art. Quinn Fiel, a 7th grader, captured the 
James City Lions Club award of $50.00 with her 
poster on the theme, Lead with Compassion. 
Quinn’s poster will now be entered in the next  
level of Peace Poster competition.  
 

(From left) James City Lions Club president, Patricia 
Ralabate; Quinn Fiel, HMS art contest winner with 
her poster; and Lisa Dotson, HMS art teacher  

 
 

James City Lions Club  
 

Williamsburg, VA  — November 2022  
 

Eleven members of the James City Lions Club volunteered at the James City County Repair Fair 

and Recycling Expo on November 19th. The Club collected 413 pounds of soft plastic, a bag of 

used eyeglasses, and two used hearing aids.  
 

The eyeglasses and hearing aids will be used by the local Lions Eyeglasses Recycling Center 

and Lions Hearing Bank to help individuals who need, but can’t afford, these items. The plastic 

will be used by James City County to acquire a free bench from Trex, which will then be given to 

WATA (Williamsburg Area Transit Authority) for one of their bus stops.  
 

Lions who participated 

were Dennis Branden, 

Mike Carr, Rachel  

Williams, Peter Brusman, 

Bill Magowan, Warren 

Wright, Joe Moore,  

Kandy Daley, Jack Reitz, 

Mary Lynn Billitteri, Phil 

Giles, and Les Young 

(not pictured).  
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Onancock Lions Club 
 

 

Parksley, VA  — November 2022  

Eastern Shore of VA    
 

 

The Onancock Lions Club has been very busy!  
 

The Club applied for and received a $500 grant from  

the Lions Charity Foundation of SE VA, which was  

donated to the Foodbank. The donation was made  

on November 9, 2022. (See right.) Club President  

Lion Ernie Swisher presents the check to Kassandra 

Smith, representative of the Foodbank of Eastern 

Shore in Tasley, VA.  

 

 
 

The Onancock Lions Club purchased 40 

pairs of sweatpants plus 134 pairs of socks 

to be distributed at Metompkin Elementary 

School. The donated was made November 

1, 2022. Pictured with Metompkin teachers 

are Lion members Beth McHenry (2nd 

from left) and Ernie Swisher (3rd from left).  
 

Also, on November 1, the Onancock Lions 

Club donated $500 to the USO in Hampton 

Roads to help during the holiday season.  

 

 

 

On 10/31/2022, the Club donated $500 in addition to 10 

Walmart gift cards of $25.00 each to the Eastern Shore 

Coalition Against Domestic Violence. Lion Ernie Swisher 

presents the check and cards to Shelley Strain, ESCADV 

Executive Director.  
 

The mission of ESCADV is to provide support as well as 

empowerment to victims of domestic and sexual abuse 

and to provide programs that increase awareness and 

prevention in the community.  
 

The Accomack and Northampton County Client Services 

Advocates provide supportive counseling, referrals to  

appropriate community resources, services for basic needs 

and assistance in obtaining safe housing.  
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Brandermill Midlothian Woodlake Lions Club 
 

Midlothian, VA  — October 2022  

Lion Jim Stewart   
 

The Brandermill Midlothian Woodlake Lions Club (BMW Lions)  

conducted a Bass Tournament on October 22, 2022. The tournament was held at the Swift Creek 

Reservoir (Brandermill) in Midlothian, VA.  We collected $1,090 for our charity fund. 
 

It was a beautiful day for fishing. There were a total of 25 boats in the water when the horn sound-

ed at 7:00 AM. 
 

Tournament Results    
 

Big 4  
 

1st Place   $480  12 lbs 13 oz Joseph Price/David Bear (#12) 

2nd Place   $240   11 lbs 8 oz Nathan Seymour/B J Seymour (#15) 

3rd Place   $100   10 lbs 6 oz Eric Picucci/Zach Picucci (#7) 

4th Place   $80  8 lbs 2 oz Chris Bueler/Suzanne Lomanico (#9 
 

Big Fish 
 

5 lbs 0 oz    $75     Clint Ralls/Ryan DeVore (#17)  
 

The BMW Lions have been holding these tournaments for over 25 

years. Our next tournament is scheduled for March 25, 2023. 
 

For additional information visit us on our website: BMW-lions.org or 

visit us on Facebook. Or, contact Lion Jim Stewart: 804–292–5878. 

 
 

Chesterfield Prevent Blindness Morning Lions Club 
 

Richmond, VA  — October/November 2022  

 

During October and November the Chester-

field Prevent Blindness Morning Lions Club 

collected 5,224 eyeglasses for distribution to 

those in need.  

 

Pictured from left are Lion R.M. McCulloch  

and Lion Don West. 
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Joseph Price, David Bear  



 

 

 

  
Powhatan Lions Club 

 

Powhatan, VA,  October - November 2022  

Lion Allen Minter 
 

The members of the Powhatan Lions Club  

constructed a Gazebo for the new Village Park  

in Powhatan Courthouse with the help of a 

matching grant from LOVF, as well as others  

who donated material and labor.  
 

Construction of the Gazebo project began in  

October of this year with a $6,000 matching  

grant from LOVF.  
 

The gazebo is now about 95% complete (needs 

railings only).   Lions put more than 240 hours of 

labor into building it,  along with many companies 

donating time and materials for painting, land-

scaping, roofing, lighting, etc.   
 

 

 

 
Powhatan, VA,  November 2022 

Lion Allen Minter  
 

The Powhatan Lions Club, with the help of a grant 

from the Lions Charity of Southeastern VA, donated 

checks for $750 to the Powhatan Food Pantry on  

November 22.  The grant from the Lions Charity of 

Southeastern VA helped to increase the amount  

given to the Food Pantry, which is of great benefit  

to those who have unmet needs.   

 
Pictured are (left to right) Lion Frank Armistead, Lion 

Bill Melton, Lion Kathy Ware (also the Powhatan 

Christmas Mother for Year 2022), Lion Allen Minter,  

Powhatan Food Pantry Director Teresa Fields and 

Lion Betty Bowman.   
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 Amelia Lions Club 
 

Amelia Court House, VA,  December 2022  

Lion Sam Davis, 2nd VP   

Eleven members of the Amelia Lions Club 

participated in the annual Christmas parade 

on Saturday, December 3. Their float took 

2nd place in the non-commercial judging 

category! Good work, ALC!   
 

Pictured are: 

Lion Secretary Clint Wardell in the Lion suit, 

Lion President Allen Sale walking, 

Lion Second Vice President Sam Davis, 

and Lion Tamer Debbie Keener. 
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